
Buying a Minor (by Brian Wood – Dorset Branch MMOC) 
 
Successful buying depends on several things, such as your technical 
knowledge/confidence, how far you want to go to view cars and whether you 
want to pay a bit more and buy from  a dealer rather than privately. If you 
don’t know much about your prospective purchase, it may pay dividends if you 
do a bit of homework first. 
 
There are some quite useful forums on the internet, so if you are so inclined it 
usually pays to have a look at them. I think there are several articles on 
buying a Minor. There are also some good books available—such as ‘The 
Essential Morris Minor Buying Guide’ penned by the MMOC’s Ray Newell and 
published by Veloce. 
 
My advice is offered as follows. In the absence of any particular model or year 
preference, I would suggest that a good 'starter' moggy would be a late Minor 
2-door saloon. These are the easiest to live with and probably the most 
readily available. A 4-door saloon may be preferable depending on how often 
you take passengers but they are a bit rarer and the front doors are small 
which makes access and egress a little tricky if you are, ahem… shall we say 
“substantially built”. The post 1963 cars have the larger 1098cc engine which 
gives out a bit more horsepower, but not much! There is nothing wrong with 
the earlier 948cc engine (I am a big fan - we have three!) but the later engine 
is arguably a little more usable in today's traffic. You should be able to find a 
nice, acceptable example of either type for prices between £2,000 - £3,000. 
The earlier models are 918cc side valve (’48-’52) known as Series MM and 
the 803cc OHV Series II models (’52-’56). These are more suited to collectors 
than for everyday use, but many examples fulfil both functions.  
 
You shouldn’t expect a concours car but, for this money you should get 
something presentable without significant faults. There might be the odd ding 
or bodywork scratch, but nothing serious. Chrome should be good, and 
everything should be working and a decent length MOT should be offered. 
The condition of the interior is fairly important, since replacement seats and 
trim with new can be a bit expensive. A bit of wear can be tolerated, but 
beware of some vendor’s belief that ‘patina’ actually means ‘broken’. 
However, we are talking about cars which are the wrong side of 40 years old 
now, so some wear and tear is acceptable - dependent upon the asking price. 
Check the presence and condition of all the trim, (particularly on the more 
expensive cars). Check the door draught excluders, the ‘U’ shaped seal about 
4” up from the door bottom and the lower lip seal and the boot lid seal. Interior 
bits are easily available. 
 
The engine should run quietly (1098's do tend to suffer from bottom end wear 
more than the 948). Regarding oil leaks, most cars will drop a little oil from the 
rear of the engine. This is somewhat inevitable due to the design of the ‘scroll’ 
type oil seal. Leakage from anywhere else is indicative of tired oil seals. Not 
really a deal breaker – completely oil tight Minors are a rarity. Check the 
dipstick for level and condition of oil. It will usually be a bit black unless it has 
been replaced recently. If it is a dense black, it probably hasn’t been changed 



for a long time. Check for starting from cold with a bit of choke and beware of 
heavy rattles on initial start. Watch the oil pressure warning light which should 
go out quickly. These engines can be set up to run like a sewing machine – 
particularly the 948 – but few are this quiet. Some extraneous noise is 
acceptable – again dependent upon the price. Gearbox and back axle should 
be quiet with no whining or jumping out of gear. Noisy gearboxes usually 
indicate advanced wear/ lack of oil – or possibly both. Some owners may not 
have known that there is no synchromesh on first gear and you shouldn’t 
force it into first when you are moving. If noises abate when in top gear, 
suspect the ‘box. If the whine increases with speed, suspect the diff. Brakes 
should pull up evenly without pedal pumping, a recent MOT should help to 
determine the quality of the braking system. Minor brakes are perfectly 
adequate for purpose if maintained and adjusted properly. However, seized or 
leaking cylinders are commonplace. 
 
More importantly than the mechanical side, however, is the bodywork which 
should be checked thoroughly. Mechanical problems are usually much more 
easily and cheaply solved than bodywork ones. In the £1,000-£2,000 range, 
you will probably need to get some work done on the bodywork. If you crave 
the more desirable Traveller or Convertible versions, you will need a bigger 
budget of between £5-£7k with a decent convertible being in the upper 
reaches of this range. (Again, less for a car that needs work.) Vans and pick-
ups are in a bit of a league of their own with further appropriate premiums for 
good examples.  Beware of cars that are ‘mutton dressed as lamb’, lurking in 
any price bracket. Buyers with rose-tinted specs are sometimes easily 
seduced into buying something that ’needs a little work’. Sadly this often 
translates into ’it needs a complete rebuild’ when you get it home. It is easy to 
blow several times the car's value on having the bodywork repaired to a 
proper standard. If you need a project, though – then this may be what you 
want if you are doing the work yourself. 
 
I suggest that if navigating the intricacies of the underside is a mystery - you 
familiarise yourself with the anatomy of the chassis and hopefully, my sketch 
(next page) will help you. It is usually the case that the items which are 
annotated on the sketch are the ones which tend to suffer most from rust 
damage (except, or course, the well-oiled gearbox cross member!). As an 
initial check pull back the carpets and inspect the floor as much as you can 
including the front and rear foot-wells – particularly near the front wheel 

arches and sills. Get 
underneath and check for 
‘MOT’ patches. If the car has 
a lot of these, and the 
underside looks a mess (even 
though there may not be any 
actual rust holes) it will 
probably mean recurring and 
regular visits to the welding 
bay for replacement patches - 
even though the car may have 
a current MOT. Ideally, there  

Typical poor quality repair of front 
n/s chassis leg. 



 



Typical poor quality repair of rear 
inner wing. 

should be a minimum of such patch repairs - I always prefer to see proper 
repair panels fitted but sadly, due to the cost of fitting - owners rarely specify 
these. If you view a car that has recently been restored, it is more likely to 
have a properly repaired underside – with a notable absence of ‘blobby’ welds 
along the edges of panels. 

 
 
 

Thickly applied under seal is not good since 
this inevitably traps moisture beneath and is 
usually applied to hide something! – I always 
prefer a nice even coat of body schutz (see 
left) (or ‘stone chip’ finished with body colour 
on more expensive cars). Without X-Ray 
vision, however, it is difficult to know what 
lurks inside the closed areas, but usually, if 
the chassis area has the correct appearance - 
you are less likely to encounter hidden bodges 
within such as in the photo below left where 
there are multiple layers of earlier repair. You 
need to check the whole under-floor area, 
paying particular attention to the outer and 
inner ‘edge’ sills (particularly at the front and 
around the jacking points), the rear spring 

mountings, (photo right) the 
front chassis legs and the 
boot floor. The central cross 
member is susceptible to rot 
since it is made up of two 
pressings spot welded 
together. Moisture gets in 

Rear inner sill rust damage 



between the pressings and the resultant corrosion is usually evident by 
swelling and delamination. These normally get over-plated – which hides the 
rust but doesn’t do the car any favours - strengthwise.  Obviously, rust can 
strike in many and various other places underneath, so you need to check 
methodically. Any areas that appear to have been over-plated will not last so 
very long and some that may look OK will probably be very thin and just about 
to succumb to a good prod from the MOT tester.  
 

 
 

Moving now to the upper bodywork next, check the wings. The front wings 
usually rust along the rear vertical edge by the door and around the top of the 
headlamp. (Insert Photos 9,15 & 11)( These are the favourite rust traps. 

Bodywork Check Locations 



Wings can be repaired, but new (Heritage) ones are becoming very expensive 
now. You won’t get much change from £500 if you get two new, original wings 

painted and fitted.  Also, check for the two (wing 
retaining) bolt heads which should be visible at 
the bottom of the wheel arch at the back. 
(Photo left) If these are not present, suspect 
that the wing has been welded on. (Not good!) 
Rear wings tend to go along the rear lower 
edge between the wheel arch and the boot 
where there is a nice rust trap/strengthening 
piece* inside, called a shipping bracket. (* 
delete according to your level of cynicism!)  
Also check 
the joint 
between 
the 

wing/beading/bodywork (photo right) any 
sign of bubbling here usually means 
worse damage to the wing fixing edge on 
the body which is difficult/expensive to 
repair. Door bottoms should be checked 

carefully inside and out. Check 
doors shut easily, flush to the body 
and have even gaps. Try lifting the 
door when open to check the 
condition of the hinges  (particularly 
the driver’s door). Bootlids tend to 

rust along the bottom edge – remember to check inside along the lower edge 
since the outside only 
may have been repaired. 
While the boot is open 
check the boot floor 
(photo left) and the rear 
inner wing panels around 
the lower bit where the 
rear light wires poke 
through. ) See earlier 
photo. 
 
This is only a fairly brief 
overview of things to look 



at, so check your preferred buying guide for more detail. 
 
I would be very wary of buying a car on auction web sites (unseen). It seems 
to be a good way for some unscrupulous vendors to offload a heap for a silly 
price. But, having said that, bargains are there to be had but not perhaps, for 
the faint hearted. Best to look at local cars (with a friend - two heads being 
better than one). We sometimes get advised of cars for sale in our Branch 
(Dorset). There are always local classic car dealers which usually have 
Minors for sale but these will inevitably cost you more than a private sale. 
 
Living with a Minor 
 
When you own a Minor, you must be prepared for passers-by to tell you what 
a nice car it is and how they used to own one. This tends to happen mostly if 
you are parked up somewhere – waiting in the car. Most people of a certain 
age have Morris Minors embedded in their DNA and their normal reserve 
seems to be set aside. Minors are economical to run (35-40mpg), the 
insurance is pretty reasonable (and, of course, they are all road tax free). 
Whilst not the fastest classic on the road, they are great fun and can make a 
useful runabout whilst always being popular at weekend shows etc – so 
ticking several boxes at once. Joining a club is always a good idea if you are 
serious about ownership. The MMOC in the UK is a good club and has a 
network of active local branches. 
 
Remember that classics such as Minors do need a bit more looking after than 
modern cars; some will plod on for a long time if neglected, but then they 
usually end up suitable only as scrap. My advice would be to buy the best one 
you can afford and look after it. It should keep its value if you do. They will all 
need more regular tinkering and fettling than will a modern car. Depending on 
your mileage, you should service it at least annually. The front suspension 
links need frequent greasing (500 miles is the recommended interval 
mentioned in the Workshop Manual). Brakes usually need checking fairly 
often too. You can head off some of the future servicing costs if you are 
planning long term ownership by fitting improvements (which don’t affect 
originality). This is not an exhaustive list – just my favourites: 
 

• Electronic ignition (does away with points and condenser and 
lowers fuel consumption) 

• Spin – on oil filter (makes the oil change much simpler) 

• Use Dot 5 silicone brake fluid – (stops brake cylinder corrosion) 

• Use cavity rust prevention fluid – (needs topping up every 2 
years or so to be safe) 

• Window drop glass lip seals 
 

 
There are numerous others but these are my favourite ‘simple’ ones. If you 
wanted to spend a bit more money, fit an alternator which will help keep the 
battery charged during the winter (especially if you have Halogen headlights). 
Also, another of my favourites is the duplex timing chain which makes the 
engine run a lot quieter. 



 
 
There you are then, buying can be fun. Good luck with your Minor hunting and 
remember two heads are better than one and don’t be in a hurry to buy the 
first one you view (although, admittedly, I usually do just that!) 
 
Just to finish, here are a few more typical rust spots: 
 
 

 Front wing rear bubbling (left) will develop into 
this (right) in a short space of time. 

Rear ‘rocker’ panel on two door 
with surface rust and internal 
corrosion on vertical bit (left). Rust 
around headlight on front wing 
(top). 


