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Dorset Roofing Services Ltd 

All roof work undertaken – large or small 
Domestic, Industrial, Commercial, New Build, Conversions, Mainte-
nance, Chimney Removal, Leadworks, uPVC,Fascia Soffit, Gutter 

Replacement 
Mark 07894 090279, Phil 07921 199816 or 01202 523587(office) 

Printed by: Adding Value Solutions, Unit 66, Alloa  
Business Centre, Whins Road, Alloa, FK10 3SA. 

And Laurel Bank, Harts Lane, Burghclere, Newbury, RG20 9JN. 
M : 07768 653017 T : 0870 360 7000 F : 0870 360 7001 

E : stephen@addingvaluesolutions.co.uk  - W : www.addingvaluesolutions.co.uk 

RRRREAREAREAREAR  V V V V I EWIEWIEWIEW     

MMMMORRIS MINOR SPARES ORRIS MINOR SPARES ORRIS MINOR SPARES ORRIS MINOR SPARES ----    
DORSET BRANCH DORSET BRANCH DORSET BRANCH DORSET BRANCH     

Please order from;- John Bainbridge, 334 Bourne-
mouth Road, Charlton Marshall Blandford, Dorset 
DT11 9NJ  Tel (01258) 458749. Or see at Club 

Meetings. Please contact John to find out availability 
and prices. 

MORRIS MINOR REGALIA MORRIS MINOR REGALIA MORRIS MINOR REGALIA MORRIS MINOR REGALIA ---- DORSET BRANCH  DORSET BRANCH  DORSET BRANCH  DORSET BRANCH     

Badges                                                  £   8.50  

Puzzles                                                £ 12.00  

Mugs                                                      £   5.99  

Money Boxes                                    £   5.00  

Notebooks                                         £   1.00  

Traveller Money box                     £ 12.50  

Small cars                                           £   1.50  

Large Cars                                          £   3.50  

Diaries                                                  £   1.75  

Yesteryear' DVD's                          £   3.50  

Club DVD's                                           £   3.00  

Keyrings                                              £   1.99  

Windscreen car labels                  £   1.00  

Calendars                                            £   1.50  

Six pack greeting cards              £   7.00  

Single cards                                       £   1.35  

Large Cards                                        £   1.50  

Postcards of Corfe                        £   0.50  

Sweatshirts                                       £ 14.00  

Fleeces                                                 £ 20.00  

Hats                                                        £   8.50  

Club Keyrings                                    £   1.00  

 

(Proprietor, Steve Foreman) 
Unit 25, Eastmead Industrial 
Estate, Lavant, Chichester, West 
Sussex, PO18 0DB, UK  Phone/
Fax: +44 01243 788660 

“At Woodies we specialise in the Morris 
Traveller but we can fabricate timber frames 

for all classic cars. We have completed many 
Morris Travellers over 30 years, as well as 

many other wood framed vehicles.” 

01243 788660 

www.morriswoodwork.co.uk 

Email:forwoodies@aol.com 

Thanks to Ash Holmes 
(via Dave Walker) for the 
photos of an overseas 
Minor. Guess where it is.  
(answer at bottom of 
page). 
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Dorset Branch of the Morris Minor Owners Club 

Helping to preserve the post war Morris Minor in the  Dorset area and beyond 

The MMOC Dorset Branch  

was founded in 1977 by Graham Melly and chaired in the early days by Aubrey Batt. It is a Branch of the National 

Morris Minor Owners Club but has its own accounts and organisation (see Constitution for further details) We 

meet on the first Wednesday of every month (7:30 for 8:00) at the Bournemouth Electric Club, Broadway 

Lane, BH8 0AA. We have an active calendar of events throughout the year – particularly in the Summer months 

when we attend many rallies and other shows. The monthly Clubnight is an opportunity to meet the other enthu-

siasts and enjoy a presentation or other activity organised by the Committee.  

 

Membership currently costs £10 per year,£12.50 for joint membership.  

Please ask Branch Secretary if you  require a copy of the Dorset Branch Con-

stitution .For more details contact Laurie Blewer on  01202 522673 or John 

Jenkinson on 01202 576690  

Advertising: Cars or spares for sale or wanted £5 per entry 

(Free to members). Traders advertisements: £30 per year. 

FFFFRONT COVER RONT COVER RONT COVER RONT COVER     
Wouldn’t it have been brilliant if I had thought of using this 

photo on November’s newsletter – when we had Tina & Des Wal-
ler’s Traveller rebuild article? Sorry about that - here they are, 
anyway at the Mid-Summer Saunter in August at Blue Pool!  

http://www.dorsetmmoc.co.uk 

Committee Members 2010-11: 

President: Graham Jarvis (07856 918136) 

Chairman: John Jenkinson (01202 576690)  

Secretary: Laurie Blewer (01202 522673, 07947 525884) 

Treasurer: Jacky Wood (01202 573501).  

Membership Secretary – Des Waller (01202 573403) 

Events Organiser/H&S Supervisor – Neville Gerry (01202 

747687) 

Newsletter /Website Editor: Brian Wood (01202 573501) 

( brian@dorsetmmoc.co.uk ) 

Non Committee posts: 

Raffle Coordinators: Chris Tilly and Val Palmer 

Spares Manager: John Bainbridge (01258 458749) 

Regalia Manager: Richard Cyster – (01202 526660) 

Catering Executives:  -Sue Blewer, Lyn Gerry 
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(Don’t forget to check the website for latest updates to events)(Don’t forget to check the website for latest updates to events)(Don’t forget to check the website for latest updates to events)(Don’t forget to check the website for latest updates to events) 
28th December – Mistletoe Meander – SEB Club – Broadway Lane 

2011 
5th January – Clubnight – Highway Code Quiz 
29th January – Dinner and Dance (Elstead Hotel, Knyveton Road.) 
2nd February – Clubnight – Blind Auction 
2nd March – Clubnight – (TBA) 
11th March – Inter Club Quiz (MGOC) - Hamworthy Club 7:30 for 8 
6th April – Clubnight – Talk on Minor Servicing (Brian and Laurie) 
15-17 April, Spring Weekend, Glen Hotel, Sidmouth. 
17th April – FBHVC Drive it Day 
4th May – Clubnight – (TBA) 
8th May – Aubrey Batt Run 
14-15th May – Beaulieu Spring Autojumble 
22nd May – Visit to Forge Garage (MOT Centre) SEE P.14 
1st June – Clubnight – Talk on Visit to China by Phil Traves 
18-19 June – BPPC Steam Up – Canford Park Arena 
9-10 July Dorset Branch Rally – Avon Heath Country Park 
17th July – Muscliffe Community Day 
17th July – Poole Bay Classics at Breamore 
7th August – Mid Summer Saunter 

WWWWHATSHATSHATSHATS  O O O ONNNN????     http://www.dorsetmmoc.co.uk 

Hoping you all made 
it home ok from 
clubnight last month. 
The 4-door got a 
good covering of 
snow and Nev looks 
like he is checking 
the depth of snow 
with his right hand! 

Next clubnight:Next clubnight:Next clubnight:Next clubnight:    

Blind auctionBlind auctionBlind auctionBlind auction    

I reckon about 3 
inches (or 75mm) 
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DAVID SMITH MOTORS 
Est 1978 

21 TELFORD ROAD, FERNDOWN, INDUS-

TRIAL ESTATE, WIMBORNE, DORSET 

BH21 7QS. TEL: 01202 871858 

MoTs Cars & Motorcycles 

ALL CLASSIC VEHICLES WELCOME 

Parts made or re-
paired for Classic 
Vehicles 

3, Telford Road,  
Ferndown Industrial Estate, 

 Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 7QN. 
Tel: 01202 871143 
Fax: 01202 897045 

Old AutosOld AutosOld AutosOld Autos    
Old, Interesting and Classic Cars in any condition 

BOUGHT AND SOLD 
Paul 07890 096907, Ken 07814 385781 

old_auto@yahoo.co.uk 
Open Friday and Saturday or by appointment 

970 Wimborne Road, Moordown B’mth BH9 2DF 
(next to A.J.Autos) 

MARKHAM GARAGE 
 

� 01202 522140 
168 MARKHAM ROAD, CHARMINSTER 

BOURNEMOUTH, DORSET, BH9 1JE 
 

SPECIALIST IN SERVICING & REPAIRS 
TO CLASSIC & VINTAGE VEHICLES 

 
PROPRIETOR: ARTHUR COX 

DISCOUNT FOR CLUB MEMBERS  
(MUST SHOW CARD) 

Car MOTs £39.95 
Morris Minors 

(Members only) 
£35.00 

FREE RE-TEST 

Forge Garage  
(now incorporating Winton & Moordown MOT Centres) 

GENERAL SERVICING AND MOT’s 

Call: 01202 528 667 

www.forgegaragebournemouth.co.uk 

Book your MOT test on-line at: 

21 Cowley Road, Nuffield 
Industrial Estate, Poole, 
BH17 0UJ 

Telephone:  01202 673688 
                    01202 679369 
Fax:             01202 681228          
E-mail: curvintransport@btconnect.com 

Wessex Salt Co. 
Suppliers of salt for water softeners, dishwashers 

and de-icing paths and drives 

Karl Payne (owner of the 
Forge Garage) has kindly 
offered to carry out up to 

6 MOT’s for member’s Minors on 22nd May Branch Visit to the Winton MOT centre 
for a very reasonable £20. If your MOT expires at any time between 22nd May and 
22nd June you may be eligible for this opportunity. YOU MUST PRE-BOOK and this 
can be done on line (see advert below). 

VVVV I S I TI S I TI S I TI S I T     TOTOTOTO  W W W W I N TONI N TONI N TONI N TON  MOT  C MOT  C MOT  C MOT  C ENTREENTREENTREENTRE     
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• Clubnight activity:Clubnight activity:Clubnight activity:Clubnight activity:    

• Highway Code Quiz (Pt.2)Highway Code Quiz (Pt.2)Highway Code Quiz (Pt.2)Highway Code Quiz (Pt.2)    

InsideInsideInsideInside    

The Dorset Branch Newsletter is published on the first Wednesday of the 
month and sent by post to paid-up members. It is also available for 

download from the Internet usually about 10 days before the clubnight. 
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Hello everyone and thanks again to contributors. Dave 
Walker’s article about an EU directive may be of interest in 

relation to consumer goods 
which fail between 1 and  2 
years old. This looks like a re-
sult in favour of the ’little man’ 
as opposed to Eddie Gil-
more’s salutary tale about the 
long arm of the DVLA.  
As you might have gathered 
from the photo (left), the 911 
is on the road again after 
about 16 months. One or two 
small jobs still to do – sadly 
curtailed by the cold weather. 

Sorry to have photos from East 
Enders two months running but it 
was interesting to note the new 
use for a Minor bonnet. (Hope 
they didn’t dent it!) 

ROY STORY 2 
Our intrepid inves-
tigators have, by 
popular request, 
obtained further 
information relat-
ing to ‘Roy Gale 
Diesel Fuel Inci-
dent’ as reported in the December newsletter. Apparently, Roy, 
oblivious to the impending contamination and lack of forward prog-

ress, proceeded homeward, but with an increasing tendency for the Minor to splut-
ter. It cut out a few times but re-started and Roy managed to coast onto the drive 
before it finally stopped. (Remember he had just put in 5 gallons of diesel so there 
can’t have been much more than a gallon of unleaded in the tank as well!) After re-
alisation of the error, the tank was siphoned dry and Roy mopped up the remaining 
fuel in the float chamber. It took a couple of attempts to completely purge the fuel 
line with fresh unleaded but it was soon up and running again – none the worse for 

(Continued on page 5) 

EEEED ITOR IALD ITOR IALD ITOR IALD ITOR IAL     

BULL MOTIF SPARES 
TEL/FAX:01386 831755 FAX/ TEL:01386 831716 

Email: bullmotif@btconnect.com 

Reardene Workshops, Cleeve Road,  
Middle Littleton, Worcs, WR11 5JR 

Mail order – same day despatch. Mention MMOC no. 

01202 888429 
MOBILETUNING 

(Wessex) 
172 Sopwith Crescent Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 1UA  

Quality car tuning at your home by 
the people who care. 

Convenience, increased fuel economy 
and confidence in your car. 

Photo from I-Player – East Enders 
29/11/2010 
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This article– featured in Minor Matters, bears repeating. DVLA have introduced 
a revised vehicle registration certificate (V5c) which incorporates important 
changes to the rules on scrapping a vehicle. 
The option to “self-scrap” a vehicle has been withdrawn, meaning that from now 
on all vehicles being scrapped must be taken to an “Approved Treatment Facil-
ity” (ATF) to ensure that waste management is handled correctly. The ATF will 
issue a certificate of destruction which 
should then be forwarded to DVLA. 
The new rules have implications for 
anyone who acquires a vehicle for 
breaking, typically to use parts or com-
ponents in another vehicle.  If you are 
breaking a vehicle yourself, you will 
now need to continue to tax or SORN 
it every year until you either, take it to 
an ATF or inform DVLA that you no 
longer own it.  
The old style V5c remains valid, but if 
sent to DVLA with the self-scrapping box ticked, the owner will receive a letter 
explaining the changes and the need to obtain a certificate of destruction from 
an ATF. The new V5c will be issued whenever a change is made to a vehicle 
record, for instance when a vehicle changes hands, and from next July the new 
documents will gradually be rolled out to all vehicles as their annual tax or 
SORN is renewed. Further information can be found on www.directgov.uk/en/
motoring/owningavehicle and choosing “scrapping or writing off your vehicle”. 

NNNNEWEWEWEW  R R R RULESULESULESULES     ONONONON  S S S SELFELFELFELF ----SSSSCRAPP INGCRAPP INGCRAPP INGCRAPP ING     

BBBB L INDL INDL INDL IND  A A A AUCT IONUCT IONUCT IONUCT ION     ––––     FFFF E BRUARYE BRUARYE BRUARYE BRUARY  C C C C LU BN I GH TLU BN I GH TLU BN I GH TLU BN I GH T     

Our ‘tame’ auctioneer, Roy Gale (that’s two mentions this 
month!) is being dusted down as we speak, ready to host 
the annual CHARITY blind auction at the February club-
night. So make sure you put Wednesday 2nd February in 
your new calendars and diaries. We normally request that 
members bring along gift wrapped items (with their iden-
tity cunningly concealed if possible) of reasonable quality 
(preferably new) and nothing which may cause offence to 
anyone. We will take a vote later on in the year to decide 
who the benefiting charity will be. Thanks for your support. 
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(Continued from page 11) 

tions allowed for in the 
new loom.  Connect up 
the fusebox and the indi-

cator relay. There is an in-line fuse holder which, unhelpfully, was missing it’s fuse. It 
should have a 10amp glass fuse for the lighting system. Next, position the front light-
ing section. The loom turns sharp right after the bulkhead and goes around to the 
front right hand corner. The last bit goes across the front cross member under the ra-
diator to the left hand headlight area. Remember to tuck it into the metal clips on the 
way particularly in the centre where it is vulnerable to physical attack from the engine 
fan, starting handle etc. The earth connections for the headlights and sidelights are 
very important and are often the cause of failed lighting. So 
make sure the appropriate connectors are well earthed. This 
car was to be fitted with halogen headlights, so you need 
the headlight harnesses with 3-pin plugs for this. You have 
to buy these separately at about £5 each. Now is a good op-
portunity to check the condition of the side/indicator units 
and make sure that they have a good earth connection. 
There is another short braided extension which passes for-
ward through the bulkhead from the dashboard side, to 
serve the wiper motor and the fuel pump. Again, make sure 
you fit a correct sized grommet to this and any other parts 
where wiring emerges through a panel.  
Next up is the dashboard. Start with the switches, ignition, 
lights and wipers. We had a blank sheet here since the fire 
appears to have destroyed the dashboard instrumentation! 
These are fairly straightforward. The speedometer head has quite a bit of wiring at-
tached to it and you will need to determine the identity of all the warning lights so that 
they are put in the right holes in the speedo. You will have to make a short link from 
the voltage stabiliser to the fuel gauge. The steering column harness is not supplied 
so you can use the old one (if possible). The headlight dip switch harness was sup-
plied, so that can be fitted and connected up under the dash. It is not always neces-
sary to replace the courtesy light wiring but in this case, it was fire damaged and had 
to come out. Again, this is not supplied and had to be made up from scratch. The 
Traveller has two interior lights unlike the saloon, which only has one. 
Some non-standard items were added by request of the owner. For extra security, an 
in-line switch was fitted to the fuel pump supply. This is a good idea which is fairly 
simple to fit in a discrete position. However, the engine will probably still start but will 
only run for seconds, and should thus deter the ‘thieving scumbags’. 
When you have finished, carefully, reconnect the battery and test all the components 
to make sure everything works correctly. It is best to gently touch the battery connec-
tion on to its terminal to see if you get a spark. If nothing is switched on, there should 
be no spark! 
This is not one of the easiest jobs on a Minor, but if you take your time and work me-
thodically, it can be done successfully at home. 
Grateful thanks to Charlotte and Marcus for their permission to write this article about 
their car. – Editor. 

MMMM I NORINORINORINOR  R R R REEEE ----WWWW I REIREIREIRE  ( ( ( (CONTDCONTDCONTDCONTD . ). ). ). )     
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LLLLETTERSETTERSETTERSETTERS     TOTOTOTO     THETHETHETHE  E E E ED ITORD ITORD ITORD ITOR     

Hi Brian, The following happened to me when  I traded in my Vectra and duly sent 
off section 9. There is a paragraph that states that “if you do not hear from the  
DVLA after 4 weeks please contact them“. I did not hear from them in this period 
and got a letter with a £60 fine. If I did not pay in 4 weeks, it would increase to £120. 
If it went to court, I could be fined £1,000. I had kept a photo copy of the part I sent 
to DVLA but they still insisted that I pay the £60. It is a licence to print money, the 
onus is on us to prove if they have the info (or not). I can only assume they must 
have  check box on the computer that lights up after 4 weeks and If you do not con-
tact them, then they charge you £60. It would be interesting to see how many people 
in the club have bothered to check after 4 weeks. I sold my car just before the tax 
ran out and because the car probably went for spares, it was never taxed, hence 
they knew it was not on the road! Regards, Eddie 

I would like some help and advice please. My Austin Big Seven fuel tank requires 
sealing/repairing inside,  as fuel is coming up a nasty brown rusty colour, and al-
though I have an inline fuel filter, it only lasts a few days before replacement needed! 
Therefore, can you suggest a way I can clean out the tank and then seal it so it will 
stop further fuel contamination? Hi Neil, Frosts do a kit based on POR 15 sealer and 
it might be advisable to use the cleaner and preparation compounds, so that you 
give it the best fighting chance by using the proprietary preparation system - al-
though it is not cheap at £59! Did you have a look at the 'How do I repair my fuel 
tank' on the Frost website. It is an article by Gary Stretton of Classics Monthly using 
it on his Peerless (which was on their stand at Beaulieu this year). This seems to ex-
plain it quite well - but it looks like it would take several days to complete. May be 
your only choice, though - unless you get a new one made up. I guess another sec-
ond hand one might be no better? (If anyone has any other ideas for Neil or can 
comment on the Frost ‘system‘– please let me know and I’ll pass it on to Neil Mitche-
nor. Editor) 

(Continued from page 4) 

wear. In mitigation, Roy reckons that the fuel was Shell which seems to be a low-
odour variety – so he did not smell it! (He is sticking with that story!!!) 
My typing fingers have been active again this month and we have what 
might be a fairly regular ‘Woody’s Workshop’ feature this month on re-
wiring your Minor. This is probably not something that many of you 
would have had to contemplate unless undertaking a complete rebuild. I 
have submitted a few more articles to Minor Monthly – so look out for 
them in 2011. 
Has anyone seen the ‘Potteries’ Branch website? It is a very good site 
and has a brilliant technical section which has an identification appendix. Sounds a 
bit dull, but if you need to find out about the correct spec for your particular car this is 
the place. There is a very good page detailing the speedometer type variations which 
we have consulted for Ann’s convertible. The address is http://potteries.mmoc.org.
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Good evening and welcome to the first clubnight of 
2011. I hope you all had a good Christmas and New 
Year. Weren’t we lucky last month with the weather? 
I got home from clubnight at 10:30 and by 11:00 the 
snow was coming down quite hard. It’s a good job 
that clubnight wasn’t on the Thursday.  Do any of 
you have any pictures of your Minors out and about 
in the snow? If you do - let us have them. As I write 
this they are forecasting more snow for the end of 
this week and into next so we’ll see what Mother Na-
ture throws at us – who knows it may be a white 
Christmas!!  
I hope you all enjoyed the Mistletoe Meander. Hopefully the weather didn’t put the 
kybosh on it!! 
Don’t forget that this month is the Dinner and Dance which is being held at The El-
stead Hotel on Saturday 29th. Bookings should have been in by last clubnight but if 
you still want to come I’m sure we can squeeze you in. Could I ask you all to bring 
along a raffle prize for the evening. If you were lucky enough to have won a trophy 
last year can I please have it back as soon as possible so I can get them engraved 
for the dinner. 
We have a couple of places still available for the Devon Weekend in April if any of 
you are interested. Please see Jacky or Nev for further details. 
I’m sure we’re all looking forward to this year’s rally season and getting out and 
about in the Minors once the nicer weather arrives.  
I’m afraid my report is short and sweet this month – so until the dinner and dance. 
Happy Minoring, Laurie. 

Complete business payroll services tailored to meet Complete business payroll services tailored to meet Complete business payroll services tailored to meet 
your needsyour needsyour needs   

   www.b19payrollsolutions.co.ukwww.b19payrollsolutions.co.ukwww.b19payrollsolutions.co.uk   
b19ps@hotmail.co.ukb19ps@hotmail.co.ukb19ps@hotmail.co.uk   

012022538550120225385501202253855   

B19 Payroll SolutionsB19 Payroll SolutionsB19 Payroll Solutions   
S. Wood MAATS. Wood MAATS. Wood MAAT   

SSSSECRETARYECRETARYECRETARYECRETARY ’’’’SSSS     REPORTREPORTREPORTREPORT     

John Merritt    Welding Service 
Minor MOT Repairs, to full underbody rebuild 
 

By Retired restoration 

specialist with 25 yrs 

experience on Minors. 

Sensible prices – No VAT 

Telephone: 
01308 867406 

Minors on the Radio. If you’ve time ??? And you are reading this on 
the internet...  ‘Turn the Radio On’ to BBC Radio 4 on Christmas Eve 
(Friday 24th December) at 11.00. am. You may find the programme 
“Merry Christmas Morris Minors” of some interest ?!!!!! 
Merry Christmas Everyone and a Very Happy, Healthy & Prosperous 
New Year! Rosie Hamilton. 
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(Continued from page 10) 

fitting the new connec-
tors. Just discard the 
old remnant and fit the 

new connectors – one at a time – when you get to it and not before. Also, it is easier 
to fit the new loom if you can see where the old one was fixed and which holes it 
went through. If the car has been rebuilt and repainted, however, you may be start-
ing from scratch and will have to rely on your photographs. 
Firstly, you need to unravel the braided wiring loom ‘spaghetti’ and lay it out along-
side the car to familiarise yourself with what you have got. The various areas are 
fairly easily identified. There is a long, thinner bit which goes to the rear of the car 
(lights and fuel tank sender). At this stage, just get it the correct way round. 
The best place to start is the engine bay. Drop the rear wiring down through the bell-
housing aperture and thread the dashboard bits through the main wiring loom hole 
in bulkhead (on the right hand side). My preference was to get the grotty bits done 
first so that means getting underneath and threading the rear extension down past 
the clutch linkage, through the gearbox cross member and through the hole in the 
main cross member, picking up the metal clips on the underside of the floor on the 
way. There is a hole in the floor at the front of the boot (on the right hand side). 
Pass the loom up through this hole, renewing the grommet if necessary. The old 
grommet has usually ‘melted’. There is a separate harness (supplied) which con-
nects to this and serves the rear lighting. There are two number plate lights on the 
Traveller, so you may have to extend the wiring to suit or use the old bits. 
Now back to the engine bay. This particular car has got an alternator and the loom 
was ordered accord-
ingly. The car is, there-
fore negative earth (ie 
different to the standard 
set-up but essential if 
you fit an alternator or 
modern electrical ac-
cessories such as a ra-
dio.) Incidentally, if you 
are sticking with posi-
tive earth, don’t be 
tempted to fit a nega-
tive earth radio and try 
to insulate it from the 
body. At best it will not 
work very well due to 
the aerial needing the 
same ground polarity 
and at worst you may 
get a fire!  The control 
box is rendered surplus to requirement with an alternator so there are no connec-

(Continued on page 12) 
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Here’s one for all you budding 
electricians out there. Is your 
wiring a bit tatty? Or has it been 

attacked in the 
past by a Mr.
Bodge? Actually, 
you don’t have to 
be an electrician, 
since re-wiring a 
car like the Minor 
is not too difficult if 
you take your time 
and don’t have to 
get it fixed by 
Monday to go to 
work in. You need 
to be armed with 
basic electrical 
tools, side cutters, 
pilers, crimps etc 
and, of course a 
wiring diagram for 
reference. Minors 

have a fairly simple wiring layout with a minimum number of components – and the 
wiring diagram will fit on one page (not 16 – as for my 911!) This particular car, 
owned by Dorset Branch member, Charlotte Tiley (DMMOC No. 93), had suffered 
from a welding fire which appears to have affected the bulkhead area, front and 
rear – the areas where the majority of the wiring is located! On jobs such as this, it is 
a good idea to take a set of photographs before you start. These can be quite useful 
when you come to put it back together so that you can see what went where. A mul-
timeter is useful for checking things as you go – confirming ‘on’ and ‘off’ states and 
identifying stray wires. A workshop manual wiring diagram is also pretty essential. 
The original loom was damaged beyond repair and a new, braided one had already 
been bought by Charlotte. The harnesses are quite expensive and I have noted on 
this one, and others that you never get enough bullet connectors – only about half a 
dozen of each (single and double). About 20 of each would be better. If you don’t 
want to spend ages chasing up bad connections, don’t re-use the old ones. Also, not 
all the wiring links are supplied so you also have to be equipped to make up some 
links yourself. Some lengths of suitable wiring and bullet and spade connectors will 
be necessary. (Make sure you buy the standard 4.7mm bullets and not the 
‘Japanese’ ones which are 3.9mm and don’t fit the connectors.) 
Some of the components had been removed due to the fire damage and the wires 
snipped with side cutters. Make sure you disconnect the battery before you start. It is 
easier, however, if you remove the old wiring by leaving the components in place and 
snipping the wires, leaving a short bit of old wire in place for easy identification when 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Good evening and welcome to January’s club-
night. I hope you all had a good Christmas and 
New Year. This is the last chance to book your 
New Year’s Dinner and Dance (see below). It is a 
good price for a 5 course meal and a night out. So 
please let us have any last minute entries as soon 
as possible (15th January is the last day for tick-
ets.)  Ann and myself went up to my son’s house in 
Buckinghamshire for Christmas. Whilst there I had 
a look at another 2–door Morris Minor which I am 
thinking of buying.  
Brian and Eddie are cracking on with Ann’s Morris Minor Convertible (see 
page 9 for first progress report). The engine is now rebuilt and the brake and 
fuel pipes have been fitted.  
It is nice to see the dates coming in for the year 2011 with Rallies, runs and 
autojumbles being added to the events list. I would still like to see some new 
ideas for clubnights. 
It was also good to see some new advertisements for the Branch magazine – 
so thank you for your support – which as you know – reduces the cost of the 
newsletter considerably. 
Now I have started Ann’s car, I hope to start clearing out the ‘pig-house’ 
where I have many second hand parts – list of items for sale to be published 
later. I hope those that went along – enjoyed the Mistletoe 
Meander and until next time, Happy New Year and good 
motoring, John. 

CCCCHA IRMANHA IRMANHA IRMANHA IRMAN ’’’’SSSS     REPORTREPORTREPORTREPORT     

29th JANUARY 2011 It’s almost too late for your booking, 
if you have not decided yet. The venue is Elstead Hotel, 
Knyveton Road, Bournemouth (which, I am reliably in-
formed, has good parking!) The cost is £22 per member 
and family member and £24 for non-members. There is a 
full 5 Course menu which was printed in November’s 
newsletter and is shown on the website: www.
dorsetmmoc.co.uk. Please contact the hotel directly on 
01202 293071 for room bookings. Please get your slips 
and money to Jacky by January 15th. SEE YOU 
THERE…. 

DDDD I NNERINNERINNERINNER     ANDANDANDAND  D D D DANCEANCEANCEANCE     

I’ve waited until January to 
wear my dancing hat – so 
you had better join me or 
I‘ll come and dance on  

your bonnet! 
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My digital camera quit after 
18 months use. Actually 
the little plastic clip that 
held the battery in failed. I 

had sent the warranty doc. off to the maker (Nikon) which had 
the effect of extending the warranty from 1 year to 2 years. I 
took the camera back to the local supplying shop who agreed 
to send it back to Nikon. Nikon said that it was accidental dam-

age and not covered and wanted to charge me £66.73 to repair it. They also said that they had 
not received the warranty registration card so one year was all that was covered and in any 
event accidental damage wasn't. This information came from the local camera shop. Now there 
is an EU directive which is little known about, especially by retailers (some might say conven-
iently). EU. directive 1994/44/EC gives rights for two years against the store that supplied the 
goods. I wrote stating that I wished to use this directive to have the camera repaired at their ex-
pense. In so doing I mentioned (and you must do this) that: 
1) The goods were less than 2 years old from date of purchase from them. 
2) They were not providing either refund or repair because the fault had occurred after their re-
turn period (which is usually 12 months). 
3) I was reporting the fault within two months of discovering it. 
4) The goods were not showing any signs of damage or abuse due to my actions. 
Result - Next day (a Saturday) a phone call from the Store asking me to hang on until Monday 
as they needed to talk to Nikon. Monday - phone call from Store saying Nikon wouldn't play ball 
but the Store would pay the bill. Nikon are now repairing the camera. There have been other 
persons that have won using the directive, look up Peter Ward and Tesco on the net about a 
case involving a faulty TV. I don't know if this directive applies to secondhand goods and I doubt 
in any event that it would apply to individuals selling secondhand goods, but go on line and 
have a look through the full directive if you feel that you have a case. If you look on most war-
ranty wordings it usually states that this does not affect your statuatory rights. So now you know 
why!  Motto - never mess with a moggie owner who is grumpy and reads EU directives. 
Dave Walker 
 
PS Also could you pass on my thanks to all persons who donated ties for the greyhounds. We 
now have enough for the next "season".  
 
However….. We are now collecting old 
blankets, duvets etc for fleece linings for 
the jackets. Any help would be much ap-
preciated – and we are happy to go and 
collect the blankets from any donors. 
Jackie Walker. 

Norman J.Kimber 
D.S.A. Approved Driving Instructor 

Full theory training given 
Pass Plus Scheme Available 

Discounts for MMOC Club members 
Tel 01202 779092  Mobile 07889 461262 

EU DEU DEU DEU D I RECT IVEIRECT IVEIRECT IVEIRECT IVE  1 994/44/EC 1994/44/EC 1994/44/EC 1994/44/EC     

No, please read on, this arti-
cle from Dave Walker is more 
interesting than it’s title might 
imply... 

BRANCH REBATE SCHEMEBRANCH REBATE SCHEMEBRANCH REBATE SCHEMEBRANCH REBATE SCHEME 

You may be aware that the branch receives a financial 
rebate according to the numbers of national MMOC mem-
bers who attend the monthly clubnights. We therefore 
need to update our records so that we can take advantage 
of this scheme. Please would you advise Des Waller (or 
any Committee Member) of your MMOC membership 
number and renewal date and make sure that you sign the 
attendance sheet at the clubnights.   Thank you. 
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The re-assembly of 
my (or more accu-
rately, Ann’s) 1963 
Minor Convertible 
has begun 37 years 
after first purchase and 18 years of storage. The rust repairs had been carried out prior to the 
storage period and the floor and chassis panels extensively replaced with new panels. One ad-
vantage of carrying out a rebuild over this length of time is that you have plenty of time to col-

lect all the parts you need! There were 
one or two areas that needed further work 
and these were mainly to do with the 
doors. We noticed some movement on 
the nearside door hinge pillar in which 
some of the door bolt threads were u/s. 
This meant taking the hinge pillar apart 
again to fix these plus re-aligning the door 
in the opening to make it a good fit. The 

offside door is not too bad but we will need to adjust 
it properly by fitting some shims behind the hinges 
to bring it back slightly. We decided to attend to the 
underside next and rolled the car over on Brian’s roll 
frame. I had already painted and under-sealed the 
floor so we didn’t need to do much to this. We now 
had the opportunity to fit the pipes and wires etc 
easily. This work included the petrol pipe, the brake 
pipes, the wiring harness, the handbrake cables, the 

centre cross 
member and 
the prop shaft. 
While all this was going on, we made a start on one of 
the spare engines I had. We found that the engine (which 
was stored outside – under cover) was missing no.1 
spark plug, so fearing the worst, we tried to rotate the 
crankshaft. Surprisingly, it turned over! When stripped, 
we found the engine to be in remarkably good condition, 
with all original ‘STD’ pistons, bearings etc. This should 
keep the cost of new parts required down. We will only 
need new rings, big end and main bearings (plus all the 
usual things like oil pump, water pump, gaskets etc.)  The 
next job is to roll the car back over the right way up and 
start to prepare the body for the respray. (It was all done 
‘back in the day’ but has got a bit damaged since then 
and could do with another coat now.) 
Watch for further updates on progress in the future. 
John. 

CCCCONVERT IB LEONVERT IB LEONVERT IB LEONVERT IB LE  P P P PROJECTROJECTROJECTROJECT   P  P  P  PTTTT ....     1111         
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HISTORY 
The car was bought in 1973 from a ga-
rage in Croydon for the princely sum of 
£5.00. Ann drove the car for a few years 
after which it was sold to our accountant 
(who was also a friend)I in 1977. This 
chap was keen on saloon car racing so it 
went into racing at Brand’s Hatch at that 
time. We lost track of the car for 15 
years and then it was spotted laid up in 
a field and I bought it back again. The 
bodywork was then rebuilt (in secret 
from Ann) but I had to ‘spill the beans’ 
when we moved from Buckinghamshire 
to Bournemouth in 1997. It then resided 
in my garage from then until now. 


