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BRANCH REBATE SCHEME

You may be aware that the branch receives a financial rebate according to the numbers of national
MMOC members who attend the monthly clubnights. We therefore need to update our records so that
we can take advantage of this scheme. Please would you advise the Membership Secretary of your
MMOC membership number and renewal date and make sure that you sign the attendance sheet at
the clubnights. Thanks.

DORSET BRANCH MMOC REGALIA SHOP

SPECIAL PRICE REDUCTIONS
THROUGH THE ENTIRE RANGE
(AT DECEMBER 4th , CLUB NIGHT )

' (nlg) mem Printed by: Adding Value Solutions Limited
it J‘" 2 Friars Workshop, The Friars, Jedburgh, Roxburghshire, TD8 6BN
M : 07768 653017 T : 0870 360 7000 F : 0870 360 7001 I,
E : stephen@addingvaluesolutions.co.uk - W : www.addingvaluesolutions.co.uk R
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The MMOC Dorset Branch
was founded in 1980 by Graham Melly and chaired in the early days by Aubrey Batt. It is a Branch
of the National Morris Minor Owners Club but has its own accounts and organisation (see Consti-
tution for further details) We meet on the first Wednesday of every month (7:30 for 8:00) at the
Bournemouth Electric Club, Broadway Lane, BH8 0AA. We have an active calendar of events
throughout the year — particularly in the Summer months when we attend many rallies and other
shows. The monthly Clubnight is an opportunity to meet the other enthusiasts and enjoy a
presentation or other activity organised by the Committee.
Membership currently costs £12 per year—£15 for joint membership.

Dorset Branch MMOC Key Contacts

COMMITTEE NON COMMITTEE
MEMBERS POSTS
John Jenkinson
Chairman 01202 576690
Raffle Chris Tilley
Secretary Laurie Blewer Coordinators Margaret Pateman
01202 522673
Treasurer Jacky Wood
01202 573494 Catering Sue Blewer
Membership Sec. Brian Ford
07502161535
Health & Safety/ Andy Dibb
Events 01590 674557
Welfare/Technical Eddie Pateman
07940 518627
Spares Manager Brian Wood
& Website Editor 07411 116336
FRONT COVER
Newsletter Editor Roger Kellow
drkellow@ymail.com ‘Santa’s
07845768120 Series I’
Christmas Groffo
The Dorset Branch Newsletter is published on
the first We‘dnesday of the mc.)nth and s'ent by (With thanks fo
post to paid-up members. It is also available Laurie Blewer )
for download from the Internet usually about
10 days before the clubnight.
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AFEW REMINDERS OF SOME 2019 EVENTS Edifors Photo Report

LYMINGTON CAR SHOW

AND LAST BUT NOT LEAST !
DORSET BRANCH
RAFFLE CO-ORDINATORS

25l 750

T
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MORRIS MINOR OWNERS CLUB
Volume 23 Issue 2 DEC/ JAN

NEXT CLUBNIGHT o

Noggin & Natter

St o e el

In Tis Months Issue...-

REGULARS SPECIAL FEATURES
HOBBIES CLUBNIGHT
EDITORIAL, EDITORS ‘IN BOX’ and Pages 7 /24/25/26/27
‘EDITORS NEWS DESK’ P. 4 & 5 Editors Photo Report - Looking back on a
few DMIMOC Events during 2019
SECRETARY’S REPORT P.6 P 8/9 Spares Dept Managers
‘Minor Home Workshop’ Feature
THE DMMOC BLACK MUSEUM P. 10/11 P16/17 In the Bleak Midwinter
CHAIRMANS REPORT P. 13 P18 /19 After Minor Production Ended
VEHICLES FOR SALE - SPARE PARTS P/20 Dorset Branch
FOR SALE & WANTED P.14 Annual Dinner & Dance Menu
THE ‘BRIAN WOOD’ REPORT P.15 P/21 The M1 opened 60 years ago !

ON THE MINOR ‘MISCELLANEOUS’ P. 22

FORTHCOMING EVENTS P. 23

Dorset Branch Members-It’s Your Newsletter = It’s Your Club !
The Editor encourages and welcomes any written contributions - and/or
photos from club members suitable for inclusion in the club newsletter,

both for website and printed publication each month.

*Please submit, if possible ,any material or advertising matter, within 10 days prior to
the next monthly club night date . (*Inclusion within the next available published
newsletter is subject to space, as it approaches the next respective monthly publish-
ing deadline. The Dorset Branch MMOC will accept no liability in respect of goods or
services provided by advertisers : No recommendation is implied : Any views expressed or
advice given within the newsletter is offered in good faith and no liability is accepted by
the Dorset branch or the MMOC for any consequences arising from such material.

GARDENING COMPETITION CLUBNIGHT EVENING /

WESTIVAL
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) ) 1963 1964
Editorial : s A FEW REMINDERS OF SOME 2019 EVENTS Editors Photo Report

Hearty Seasons Greetings and a Happy New Year -
a warm DMMOC welcome to the combined December
' 2019 / January 2020 bumper 28 page edition :-
. It seems only a very short time ago we were enjoying
,‘1 that lovely warm sunshine at our branch rally at
Damerham - A nice thought however is that some very
/nterestmg events are being planned and in the pipeline
's for the Dorset Branch’s 40th year. Having started in 1980
4 jt was coincidentally the same year that the very last
British built Morris named passenger car was launched -
The MORRIS ITAL (originally voted by BL board to be named the ‘Morris Marina ITAL") WIth '1 f
limited government funding investment within BL, it became the last ‘re-incarnation’ )
version of the Marina ( BL’s CEO Michael Edwardes at the time insisted that the ‘Marina’ y
name label bit ‘must’ be dropped at all costs!)
“ I have penned a short article on the launch year of the
1“‘-" Marina (P18/19) as it was of course officially designed
ﬂ" by BL, in their wisdom, to officially replace the
[ Morris Minor . The ‘Ital era’ and eventual demise of
BLMC /Rover (a somewhat sad story) would need a
much bigger space reserved, perhaps for another time. !
Lir Whilst there are some who use their Minors on - - g
" a regular all year round ‘working car ‘ basis - most of us | am sure tend to keep our pride q
er and joy more ‘under wraps’, to a greater or lesser degree , especially during the worst of the \
winter weather conditions . It’s often a case of venturing out on that occasional excursion b
i
|

ccotTp
HIGHCLIFFE
CASTLE

l r
-rl'

—_—

—

LORD NUFFIELD’S
| BEACH HOUSE
MILFORD

f F“ perhaps on The Mistletoe Meander or News Years Day on the prom etc.—It was when re-
|I|H cently talking to club member and Mobile Classic Car Mechanic Martin Feltham, | raised the
'. i subject of what we should consider (at least the basics ) when the Minor is inclined to be
iy rather inactive for much longer periods during the winter months - Winter storage care
*I'. with Martin is on pages 16 & 17)
I'H':-' Yes time flies ! A true British ‘Motorway Age’ began 60 years ago this year - when,
l,‘l. the then minister of transport, Ernest Marples ( a politician ‘ of note’ during that 1960’s era, M
?1 when as Minister of Transport became controversial in admitting to retaining 80% share- !-F,': 3 3 LU K
holding and still actively administering his private major road and bridge construction iy, "0 & Mo ? [; 5 3
company Marples—Ridgway. He also introduced traffic meters and wardens. He had com- Ea =4 MUSEuy E
missioned the Beeching Report resulting in the closure 4,000 miles of railways , stating T =
“railways are officially an outmoded form of transport, unlike a new modern road system we |
. are building ” In the running of his construction firm he was accused of conflict of interest. “'
|Nf':- Then later in 1975 fled the country to Monaco ‘allegedly’ to avoid massive unpaid taxes \
4" and various other legal cases brought against him ) when he opened the first stretch of I':' i
'[\  Britain’s first official ‘destination ’ motorway . Since then the British motoring public seem to *'
have had an ongoing ‘love/hate’ relationship with our motorways . More on page 21 .

Here’s hoping you have dry bright days for any winter ‘Minor’ outings planned - ROGER LAURIE & THE BLEWER FAMILY - CHARITY GARDEN PARTY OPEN DAY
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AFEW REMINDERS OF SOME 2019 EVENTS Editors Photo Report

BURTON
CARNIVAL
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OWNERS CLUB
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Ediftors In Box & News Desk

i T
DORSET BRANCH 2019 CHARITY PRESENTATION
Dr Neil Hopkinson
(Consultant Rheumatologist)
and Carol Brumpton
(Lupus Nurse Specialist)
Receiving the Dorset branch £600 cheque
donation for Poole based Logres Trust
and Christchurch Hospital Lupus Unit
presented by Dorset MMOC branch
chairman John Jenkison
at the November clubnight.
(for any further specific information on
the condition of Lupus—01202 676736)

TWO POPULAR LOCAL CAREVENTS SET TO CONTINUE
Contrary to recent local reports and speculation to the contrary the popular
LYMINGTON CAR SHOW will continue in August 2020 at the usual venue
Also the FROGHAM FAIR (Nr Fordigbridge) will also be continuing as in previous years

in June 2020 contrary to any recent reports to the contrary .
(Details on both events will be included on the newsletter forthcoming events page)

CHARITY BOOK STALL - (December Clubnight)
Please bring along any of your unwanted books to donate
to the Charity Book Stall
(organised by JACKIE & DAVE WALKER )
on December 4th club night .

**No need to take any of your own books home again that
may be unsold on the evening **

Also don’t forget to bring some change you might even find
an interesting book at a bargain price !!

IN MEMORY OF IAN MEAKIN

The Dorset Branch MMOC were very sorry to hear that lan Meakin,
a past Chairman of the Dorset Branch , recently passed away.

The Dorset Branch send condolences to Rita and Family .
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Secretary’s Report Forthcoming Events
Events Requesting PRE -BOOKING etc. - details in right hand column

"8 Good evening everyone and welcome to the DEC 4th CLUBNIGHT  Noggin and Natter NO
last clubnight of 2019. I’'m sure that, like me,
you don’t know where that year went! i DEC 28th MISTLETOE MEANDER (see details below) YES
o . . .
|' Tonight is the usual Christmas Noggin and r"l.;-'.' Jan 1st Classic Cars On The Prom (see CCOTP website for full details) NO
i Natter but with the added book sale. We will ‘]. ff.),'f JAN 1st CLUBNIGHT  ‘DMMOC 40 years in the planning’ NO
also be selling regalia at knock down prices to clear out the stock. Hopefully you |',-n-$'| JAN 28th OMIMOC A \Di 5 Evening (S 20 VES
E ]
have all remembered your Christmas jumpers! We have decided that we will still l 'i‘ nnual Dinner Dance Evening (See page 20)
have a clubnight in January despite the fact that it will be 1° January. Please can | 1 jiLi' f!
ask that you all bring along old photo albums and even films of club events from | M **APRIL 26th SPRING TIME SAUNTER  Shillingstone Railway and Bakery - **YES
the last 40 years to share with each other. | may also ask if | can borrow them for 11, 4 ** Forms & finalised details to follow
Y
the 40" anniversary display at Beaulieu in May. .' n‘.'yl MAY 16th/17th | ‘Moggyfest’ (Dorset Branch 40th Year Ruby Anniversary Event) | YES
g 1" at the Beaulieu Spring Autojumble . Forms/details to follow
! Please make sure that you get your entry slips in for the Mistletoe Meander, pref- [
. . .. . ! | JUNE 13th CHAIRMAN’S 40th CELEBRATION ‘RUBY RUN'’ *TBC
erably tonight, but we will allow a few days grace! Similarly, we do require your  iaf! .
. . . . ! | Forms & details to follow
booking slips in for the Dinner and Dance as soon as possible. If you were lucky ‘?‘pﬂ
enough to have won a trophy at the last Dinner and Dance can | please that you [ { [JULY 11th ‘Westival" West Moors (details to be advertised) NO
. . . . . e 1
;(zc:gn it to me as soon as possible to give me enough time to get the engraving . .r-l-1;|! JULY 11th Holdenhurst Village Fete NO
JULY 19th DORSET BRANCH ANNUAL RALLY Wolvercroft Garden Centre ok
We already have details of next years shows coming in. The Hampshire Branch [ J.! SP6 3BE **Forms & details etc. to follow
()

\

Rally will be at Sammy Millers on June 7". The Frogham Country Fair is returning '*Ii
{

q

I ! date for The Lymington Show and it is 2" August.As for club runs — The Spring-

. time Saunter will be on Sunday 26™ April when we The Oxford Bakery. This will .
,I be followed by The Chairmans Ruby Run on Saturday 13" June where we will be 4 MMOC DORSET BRANCH

".“. II: finishing at Nothe Fort Wemouth. Although the date isn’t finalised there will also ,
-‘"1.‘}'1. be an Anniversary Run in August. Myself and John have been over to see the ‘ ﬁl[ﬁt[ktﬂ B ﬁleanher
' i Beaulieu events team and more or less finalised everything for this years Mog-

W
gyfest. Hopefully you should have an entry form in January or you can download ' SATURDAY 28th DECEMBER

from the website now. ‘ (Please return bookings/ forms to Jacky Wood
, 4 by DECEMBER CUBNIGHT date please )
| That’s pretty much everything from me for this year so, Meet 10.30 a.m. at the Southern Electricity Club
| Have a very Merry Minoring Christmas and a Happy Motoring New Year £8.00 per person—fish & chips, dessert & hot drink
o Laurie \ (Please notify any dietary requirements in advance)
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ON THE MINOR *MISCELLANEOUS’ REMINDERS OF 2019 = Dorset Branch ‘MOGGYFEST *

Editors Phofo Report

(More 2019 photos on pages 24/25/26/27) R‘sz\‘\N\ \
R e L e

Dorset branch Chairman John Jenkinson spotted at the wheel when out on a test drive .
(John recently said he may be thinking about looking at camper vans,
(This one ought to fit the bill ! )

KINSON TYRE SERVICE
0

01202 573698 / 576653

p | TIVILANG |
CLASSICS

ORA O N \

1469 Wimborne Road Northborne Bournemouth BH10 7BQ

FOR ALL YOUR GARAGE WORK SERVICES AND RESTORA-
TION/RENOVATION PROJECTS. HIGHLY REGARDED BY
MMOC MEMBERS. FOR AN HONEST AND RELIABLE SER-

VICE PLEASE CONTACT US ON: Old Autos
R Old, Interesting and Classic Cars in any condition
enquiries@minormagic.co.uk BOUGHT AND SOLD

Paul 07890 096907, Ken 07814 385781
old_auto@yahoo.co.uk
Open Friday and Saturday or by appointment
Southfields Farm, Church Ln, W.Parley, BH22 8TR

wwwecarrestorationuk.co.uk

Little Canford Garage Ltd. *“camwe "%‘
*Servicing (classic and modern) 98 Wimborne Road West, a_ 2 | *
*MOT s (inc. Class IV& VI)  Wimborne, -

*Car Repairs Dorset, BH21 2DS,
*Car Diagnostics littlecanford@yahoo.co.uk

- . The Next MOGGYFEST :
(discount on MOT’s for Club Members) : .
CKE & 00 E will be - Saf May 16¢h 3 e
Tel: 01202 883243 or 01202 886980 avellink 01202 300333 Sun May 17¢h 2020 s ' Mt
We specialise in all aspects of car repairs (ask for Colin) o i BB ETEES ul 4 : :

Page22  http://wwwdorsetmmoc.co.uk  DECEMBER /JANUARY Vol.23 DORSET BRANCH MMOC NEWSLETTER DEC 2019/JAN 2020  Page 7



DORSET BRANCH SPARES DEPT. MINOR HOME WORKSHOP FEATURE

By Dorset Branch Spares Manager - BRIAN WOOD

Axle Oil Leakage

A recurring problem with Morris Minors is leaking oil seals in the rear hubs. This in-

evitably leads to oil getting on to the brake shoes and reinforces the widely held
prejudice that Morris Minor brakes are just rubbish. There is another, probably more widespread
problem which gives a similarly detrimental effect on the braking efficiency and that relates to
corroded brake cylinders which leak brake fluid on to the linings. However, you can usually tell
the difference since brake fluid is generally odourless and rear axle oil (EP90) does have a distinc-
tive, rather unpleasant smell.
Returning to the original leakage suspect, it is often the case that long life and high mileage will
gradually cause wear to the running surface on the axle caused by the oil seal. Yes, | know it
seems a bit unlikely that a rubber seal will wear down a hardened steel surface — but it does hap-
pen! There is also the problem of the clumsy mechanic who has damaged the surface (see pho-
tos) which will add to the inefficiency of the oil seal.
“What’s the answer, Brian” | hear you say. Well, SKF —a well known bearing and other parts sup-
plier makes a repair sleeve which is very thin and will just fit over the axle bearing surfaces giving
a new slightly larger diameter running surface. (Congratulations to whoever worked out which
part number to specify for the Minor!)
My convertible project has been fitted with a very good condition axle casing that | picked up at
our Dorset Branch show at Burley some years ago. It reputedly came from a South African car
and had virtually no rust. However, the offside hub mounting had been attacked by ‘Mr Clumsy’
and the surface was quite badly damaged just where the oil seal runs. An ideal opportunity to try
one of these repair sleeves was thus conceived.
The sleeve comes as a plain ring with an application collar at one end. The collar can be removed
when fitted as there is a groove around the circumference which is weakened in readiness. There
is also a specially sized ‘cup’ which is intended to be used to slide the sleeve into position. How-
ever, due to the threaded projection which holds the large nut, this is of no use in this process —
so it can go in the bin.
Now there is a problem at this point which | only realised after | had fitted the sleeve and discov-
ered it was in the wrong place — thereby wasting the part as it cannot be removed without wreck-
ing it. As the supplied ‘cup’ was of no use to install the sleeve, | put the hub back on as it is ideally
sized to push the rim along the axle into position. When | had pushed the sleeve right back as far
as it would go — it dawned that the new oil seal running surface was not in the correct position as
it had been pushed right back beyond the reach of the seal which is quite close to the outer
shoulder on the axle. The only answer was to fit a second sleeve(!) and trim it to fit the bearing
shoulder. | made the expensive mistake so you don’t have to.
| had decided to treat both sides — as | believe that it is better to keep things even —and so this
gave the opportunity to try and get it right the second time. | ‘snipped’ the fitting collar prior to
fitting so that it could be easily removed afterwards. You just have to be careful to just push the
sleeve far enough along the axle so that it is flush with the shoulder — and no further.
| have contacted ESM about this as | felt that a little advice on the website would have helped.

BRIAN

Page 8 http://wwwdorsetmmoc.co.uk DECEMBER /JANUARY Vol.23

THE ‘MOTORWAY AGE * TURNS 60 THIS YEAR
Following the opening of the comparatively
short ‘Preston By-Pass’ (opened in 1958)
the first section of Britain’s first ‘official’
motorway was opened in November 1959
by transport minister Ernest Marples . This
first stretch was from Watford to Crick/
Rugby . The earlier trusted technology of
steam rollers was actually used duringit’s
construction. There were long traffic jams
leading to the opening ceremony of keen
motorists eager to be amongst the first to
experience a ‘new age’ of motoring - Whilst there was no speed limit, there
was also no safety barriers or any lighting at night . Jaguar and other car manu-
facturers were regularly using the M1 as their speed testing track (often at night
and in the early hours of the morning) One sports car was proudly recorded to
have achieved 180 mph! .Morris Minor model ranges were still in their produc-
tion heyday and would have been a familiar sight on the new M1— yet to be

% : gk= the first British car to reach sales of
1 million a year later in 1960.
From that opening day officers in
newly commissioned Ford Zephyr
police patrol cars were regularly hav-

should be advised not to stop on the

_ motorway grass verges setting up chairs
= Primus stoves and blankets to have
picnics in order to watch the novelty of the spectacle of speeding traffic
(families with children regularly set up on the central reservation for the very
best view )The AA reported dealing with at least 13,500 breakdowns over the
first 24 hours with many ordinary family cars ,most often typical of the 1940’s,
and early 50s, being driven for miles flat out and suffering engines literal-

ly .blowing up’ . The M1 ‘service area’ consisted of an assortment of huts and
did exceptional business selling tea at 6d a mug. A press reporter

famously reported that Marples uttered to a colleague just after the
opening ceremony - “What in G*** name have | started here today !”
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DODLRSET BRANCH MMOC ANNUAL DINNER DANCE 2020
at The DUDSBULRY CGOLF CLUB RESTAURANT
Z7om Saturday January 1Sth — 40th Anniversary Year

DMMOC Annual Dinner and Dance Menu

Starter:
Carrot, Butternut squash and Sweet potato Soup (V)
Melon, Mandarin and Blueberry Cocktail (V) (served with orange sorbet)
Pork and Apricot Terrine (served with toasted Crostini and Mixed Leaves)
Prawn Cocktail

Mains:
Traditional Roast Turkey (served with chipolatas, savoury stuffing and gravy)
Roasted tenderloin of beef (served with Yorkshire Pudding and gravy)
Smoked Cod Loin (served with a saffron cream sauce)
Roasted Mediterranean Vegetable Stack (with spinach & pinenuts served with a tomato
and basil sauce)
Served with a selection of Fresh Seasonal Vegetables and Roast Potatoes

Desserts:
Christmas Pudding (served with Brandy sauce)
Chocolate Orange Cheesecake

Fresh Fruit Pavlova Here sleeve incorrectly fitted too far back Sleeve on other side being fitted using an old locking
-000- Also note slight damage still exposed. Washer to gently ease it over the axle.
Cheese and Biscuits (£2.50 extra)
-000-

Coffee and after dinner mints

£29.00 Per person (includes one drinks voucher)
ROOMS £90.00 per room (please make your own arrangements)

(Hotel phone 01202 593499 )

Sleeve fitted in the correct position Collar being torn off with side cutters showing
with the ‘snipped’ collar ready for removal. Showing finished article—ready for reassembly .
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DORSET MINOR CLUR “RLACK MuSEUM

Cracked Fan Blade
A few Minors have been converted to electric operation of their cooling fan but
the majority retain the original arrangement of belt-driven fan blade mounted on
the water pump spindle. As long as the four retaining bolts remain tight there is
little to go wrong except for the possibility of cracks forming around the mounting
holes as shown here.

If allowed to grow, such cracks will eventually lead to half or possibly all of the
fan blade becoming detached, and as it rotates at approximately the same speed as
the engine, the centrifugal force acting on the loose portion(s) will be more than
enough to do considerable damage to anything
that gets in the way.

Whenever fitting a fan blade it should be care-

fully inspected for cracks, which if not too serious
may be repaired by judicious welding. There should
be a stiffener plate, also seen here, which is sand-
wiched between the bolt heads and the fan blade
and which adds rigidity where it is needed most;
this inconsequential-looking item should never be

omitted.
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Meanwhile, Leyland Motor Corporation's new engine policy of the late 1960s had
failed, with the AEC V8 and the Rover Gas Turbine being dropped by 1973 and the
Leyland 500 series fixed head engine confined to lower-powered, mainly bus applica-
tions before being dropped in 1979; the thirst of the gas turbine and the unreliability
of the V8 (which had been rushed to market as an under-developed unit) and the 500
-series cost sales and enabled Scania and Volvo to enter the UK market.  Both be-
fore and during his period of leadership, the British motor industry tragically suffered
from poor profitability, which went hand in hand , arguably, with an unfortunate
chronic lack of investment in future production technologies and facilities.

BRITISH

LEYLAND

It’s 1972 and BL offer
no less than 38 passenger
car model options !
(just after Morris Minor

production ended)

4
AUSTIN. DAIMLER. JAGUAR. M.G. MINL MORRIS. ROVER, TRIUMPH. WOLSELEY. VANDEN PLAS. 1§

Research - ‘Graces Guide’ British Industrial History, Open Resource. Roger
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AFTER MORRIS MINOR PRODUCTION ENDED!

Were there too many British Leyland car models at the end of 1972 ?

In 1972 the BL advert (right) offers 38 passenger cars, and that’s

not including additional light and heavy commercial vehicle ranges !

(The Minor had just been ‘officially replaced’ with the Morris Marina )
Despite criticism from the media and motoring press, the Morris Marina’s basic
design principles (derived from the Minor ) let it be keenly priced. The Morris
Marina was actually a very popular car with the UK motoring public at the time .

| p o poTILEE
= | e =

Marina production starts -
and Sir Donald Stokes,
Head of British Leyland 1968—1975

The original Marina range continued to be among the country's best sellers
throughout its production life, peaking in sales at second place in 1973 — only sur-
passed by the Ford Cortina. In many ways, the car fulfilled its goal of being an un-
pretentious, high volume, mass-market car .

Donald Stokes main past experience was chiefly as an effective salesman, while
he successfully led BMC/ Leyland Motor Corporation during the period of the 60’s
he never later really got to grips with the scale and politics of British
Leyland, which had now incorporated BMC, Rover, Jaguar and related commercial
vehicle marques with nearly 40 factories and over 100 business units !

His efforts to bring in senior executives from competitors were only partially
successful, and persistent infighting (such as the refusal of Triumph to accept the
Rover V8 engine for the Stag convertible, and the discrimination against MG in
allocating investment funding in favour of Triumph) whilst the inherent unprofitabil-
ity of BMC sapped the competitive position of the new business.
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FPCS
FAIR PRICE CLEARANCE SERVICES

COMMERCIAL/HOUSEHOLD WASTE COLLECTIONS

e e

CAR & COMMERCIAL GLAZING

WINDSCREENSY', REAR SCREENSY', GLASS REPAIRSY', SCRATCHESY', BODY GLASSY, MARINE v/
Call today for a FREE Quotation
07971 956297 01202 534191
www.topmarkwindscreens.co.uk

HOUSE/GARAGE CLEARANCE, VEHICLE RECOVERY
CONTACT: KARL: 07711 770172 or STEWART:07950 114960

Or email:infofpcs@aol.com
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Bodycare| | »=x
CLASSICS
MOBILE

Specialist body repairs and paintwork: Free esti- MECHANIC

mates. All insurance repairs undertaken. Collection "
and SERVICING & REPAIRS
ACCIDENT REPAIR CENTRE. * Specialising in Classic Cars *
cevin Owen British Leyland trained:
45 years in the motor trade
No obligation quotes & consultations:

Low Bake Oven & Body Jig

UNIT 5, BROOK PARK, 27 BROOK
ROAD,WIMBORNE, DORSET, BH21 2BH. Tele-
phone (01202) 887727
www.bodycare-arc.co.uk

conTAcT MARTIN:07521 643751
mrfclassics@talktalk.net

New Morris Minor Spares
are available through the club. The current list is posted on the website under the ‘New
Spares’ tab. We can also order other items for you—usually saving the postage cost.
Brian. 07411 116336

ORIGINAL CLASSIC PLATES
FOR YOUR MORRIS MINOR

Front Plate

JEP 123L

“It's mice to know that someone
does a plate that fits the back
of a Morris Minor. It's a lovely
plate ﬂl'lt: the service w:; m
rompt, I'm ve s
5 the ﬁnishﬁ Eleml't“'

foin Jemkiniend, Chainman
M Wi Chamiens Chih, Dot Branch

JEP I123L

ly designed with radius corners to fit the rear

Our Morris Minor plates are s
aperture of a Morris Minor. All our embossed aluminium
using traditional methods, stoving enamels and

tes are handmade
es of experience.
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*If possible use a low output ‘battery mainte-
nance’ trickle charger—the type designed to
be connected permanently for long periods .
When it comes to starting the engine the
battery will always be at maximum charge .
(There is also recorded evidence that a battery
will enjoy a much longer life when regularly
connected to a ‘battery maintenance’ trickle
charger at any time of year on a car that is used on an occasional basis rather than daily.

* If no garage or car port etc. is available and outside is the only option, beware of prolonged use of
cheaper single layer flexible plastic car covers. If left on for extended periods these will condensate in
varying weather conditions and temperatures . Not only trapping water in and around the car but the
car paint finish will likely retain a severe bloom marking, often difficult to remove . Better quality co-
vers ‘described as microporous’ should be designed to breathe having several different specially lami-
nated material layers. Also strategic air vents incorporated into the design is a very good additional
design feature. It is recommended to regularly remove any cover during any dry sunny hours when-
ever possible and also open up the car. It’s also worth while checking the foot well carpets and also the
boot lower well rear of the spare wheel from time to time checking for possible dampness in case of
any rainwater leakage into car.

*Ideally any petrol in the tank over this period is
best zero content of Bio Ethanol - (for as long as it is
available in our county -Esso unleaded premium grade
petrol available from Esso filling stations in Dorset
has been confirmed by Esso -although they have to still
label it ‘E5’ according to EU law ) It will have a lesser
attraction of tank condensation and potential effects
on fuel system materials when kept in static contact
over longer storage periods. Many advocate filling
8 the tank with premium grade, thus reducing air space
that potentially could condensate if the car is stored in
= a place of highly variable temperatures over longer
Periods.
| With thanks to Martin Feltham (DMMOC member and
local Mobile Mechanic, specialising in classics)

. Martin has spent over 45 years in the motor trade ,
starting his BL apprentice training at Kennings Ltd
principle British Leyland main dealer. Martin’s advert
and contact details can be found on page 12.
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YOUR MINOR THROUGH THE WINTER MONTHS

—~ ‘Un the bleak midiinter ,frosty earth stood hard as fron,
w water [ike a gtone ; Snotw had fallen, snotw on snotw,
In the bleak midivinter , long ago “.
Hopefully our region will not suffer prolonged periods of extreme weather conditions

as described in the first verse of that popular 1840’s Christmas Hymn above

-Whilst appreciating a lot of experienced members may well be aware of most of the
following ideas and suggestions, it was after recently talking with club member and local
Classic Car Mobile Mechanic, Martin Feltham that we tried to come up with some basics
that certainly ought to be worth considering when your Minor is likely to be lying idle for
those much longer than usual spells over the next few months .( It’s when the thought of
driving out in persistent rain, extremely low temperatures and salt laden roads for any
length of time does not usually appeal quite so much ). Well for those interested and who

like me tend to keep their cars safely tucked up rather more in winter compared to most oth-
er times of the year, here are a few winter storage basics we came up with.

*NB These ‘seasonal tips ‘are not intended to diminish the importance of normal regular
servicing at the usual recommended intervals - but are offered in addition mostly for long-
er than usual periods of static storage.

*The very best scenario, if possible, is to give the car a run out particularly on a dry winter day say
every 3 weeks in order to keep everything moving, the fuel through the system and effectively moving
it around inside the storage tank . Alternatively provided there is sufficient fresh air ventilation run the
engine at fast tick over for at least 15 minutes or so raising the engine up to full working temperature.
Failing this, at least try to crank the engine over with the starting handle , with the ignition off , to help
regularly circulate lubricant into the higher engine oil ways etc.

*Check tyre pressures are all up to the usual 28psi (minimum ) all round and move the car either for-
wards or back (even just a foot or so) every once in a while to avoid tyres sitting in exactly the same
parking position.

*At least every three weeks or so sit in the car and press down several times on the brake pedal to
actuate wheel cylinder pistons to help keep them free moving. (also assuming there is no sign of any
leakage of brake fluid anywhere) also depress the clutch pedal a few times and also operate the hand
brake up and down a few times, again every three weeks . (It’s best to keep the handbrake in the off
position and chock the wheels if the car is on a slope)

*Check Condition and age of Anti Freeze -(covered in detail in the previous November newsletter).
If suspected to be over 2 years old, drain and replace using the standard blue ethylene glycol
product. At the same time checking condition of hoses)

* If the car is brought home wet the best choice is to let it dry off ideally under a car port or in the open
as soon as the weather has dried up to a degree , alternatively leather it off in to the garage and if
possible leave the garage doors/windows open at least for the rest of the day creating an airflow to
help more fully dry it out.
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Chairmans Report

Good evening and welcome to December
~*' clubnight.
; :
"' Tonight is the Christmas Jumper competition and a glass of wine to say thanks to
._l:l_i_: all the Branch Members for their help and support over the year. The committee
®2% does appreciate your support. The Committee and myself would also like to thank
& Dave Walker for all his hard work over the last 3 years or so, sorting out the issues

seems hopefully resolved. Thanks again to Dave.

Tonight we would like the Dinner and Dance and Mistletoe Meander Run booking
slips handed in to Jacky.

The January Clubnight will be planning for the 40th Anniversary celebration. So if
you have any old photos, films, DVD's etc that could be borrowed, please let the
committee know.

-rt:! Laurie and | had a meeting with Beaulieu Events team recently, to organise the
'I"'Fa Moggyfest at the Spring Autojumble in May 2020. They are also running a 'Retro-
) i Village Show' at the same weekend - so if you would like a stall or know of some-
;1‘-- one who might also like to take a stall, please let me know.
; :,'! Dont forget the Classic Cars on the Prom day on 1 January 2020. Hopefully the
'-:H-'- weather will be good to us on the day.
% Tonight is the book sale for the Branch Charity 2020. This is the first time the

: Branch has done this, so | hope it goes well. Also tonight | am sad to see the end
of the Branch Regalia. This has been very popular with the membership over the
i last 15 years, helping to finance and advertise the Dorset Branch. So if there is a
o member who would like to take it on, (with my help!) please let me know.
'I‘.r',:.'lﬂ That's all for now, Merry Christmas to you all from Ann and John.

DORSET BRANCH MMOC NEWSLETTER DEC 2019/JAN 2020  Page 13

surrounding the MMOC insurance. It has taken a lot of time and patience but now o

-
i



VEHICLES ,SPARES & PARTS - FOR SALE & WANTED

For Sale Wolseley 15/50 (1958)

803cc Series 2 gearbox. Fully re- Owned for 25 years and

built with high quality bearings,

new layshaft and roller bearings. regularly serviced by

. S branch member Clive
Ready to fit. Bargain price £325 silcock . (Reluctant S
Brian Wood 07411 116336 Sale) ’ E

£6,750 (0.v.n.o)
More Information -
Contact Clive on

(‘T’ = Trade) 1967 Morris Traveller in British racing green,
1098cc. engine. Mot until 24th. October 2020. With no

o 2o Be 0 | | advisories. Professionally waxoyled underneath, it has a

rebuilt gear box, new clutch and brakes been done. New

1098 Engine. floor and cross member welded in, drives very weII also
Fully recondi- has a Tow bar fitted. £6250. ’ . :
tioned with All Offers considered. Can

new pistons, deliver by arrangement.

shells and Phone 07939 264653

thrusts. Un-

|ea?ded h(?ad, g FOR SALE 1961 Morris Minor Traveller. | have
spin on oil 54 owned it for under 3 years. in that time it has cov-

filter conver-
sion, duplex timing chain, new
oil and water pumps. Ready to
fit, £975 - Brian Wood 07411
116336.

=8l ered less than 100 miles. New Front Seats. 4 new
tyres wheels painted. New loom new alternator
engine and engine bay as new. New Brake Servo.
test drive welcome, open to sensiblenoffers

Brian Reed brianreed.dog@gmail.com

CLUB MEMBER DISCOUNT Dorset Club Spares
give paid up members the benefit of a 10% discount on Morris Minor Spares (unless not al-
ready on offer ,or a discount from the club’s supplier is not available) Spares parts available

Cars or Spares for sale or Wanted ,entries are Free to club members or £5 per entry for non-
members . Traders display adverts in newsletter from £30 per year subject to size.

FOR SALE. FRONT DISC BRAKE KIT

for Morris Minor (believed to be Ford XR3i).
Complete kit including 10" vented discs, brake
pads, hubs, recent new hub bearings. All
fittings including brackets, nuts and bolts £100.
Buyer to collect. 3 Tree House, Kingston,
Sturminster Newton, DT10 2AR. Phone 01258

MOTABITZ

PLUS CYCLES & LEISURE

Call any member af the team on 01202 294080
to gat enclusive MMOC discount across a range of
wehicle parts and accessories!

‘Wi also offer cycle parts and accessories!
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y i"‘ the number of opportunities for using

F
e | diminished. Our Traveller has had to

h-'i y original construction programme. This meant that about another 5 years

THE ‘BRIAN WOOD’ REPORT

_ It’s the end of the year again, and

the Minor in decent weather have

|
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the job | started on Jacky’s car has suffered from scope creep as there is more '
work to do than was originally envisaged. It is coming along nicely however, 6
and might be finished soon so | can get on and complete the rebuild of the
convertible.

The County of Dorset is almost unique in the UK in so far as it has no
motorways. | started my driving career when | lived in Portsmouth and the
motorway | had the greatest connection with was the M27 — the construction
of which started in the late seventies when | was studying to be a Civil Engi-

i neer. | don’t remember venturing on to it until | was on my third car which
Lj was a 1969 Triumph Spitfire. | recaII that the motorway took many years to

, Hill which made large chalk laden lorries and white mud on the roads a famil-
iar sight around the north Portsmouth/Cosham area. For some reason which |
“## never discovered, there was a vital section of the motorway left out of the

J passed before you could get from Portsmouth to the New Forest without hav-
., ing to drive through the centre of Southampton — which was arguably the

i whole point of the road in the first place.

Anyway, Seasons greetings to you all from the Spares Department —
—if you have a spares
emergency give me a ring. Hope to see you at the Mistletoe Meander in De-

[l cember and don’t forget there is no newsletter in January.

BRIAN

RCTVAR S O e
15 ! B L g | 1 I. I|I ! % 1 i
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